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Main points: 

 Reach, Heal, Prepare describes why we 

exist as a Church. 

 These three things don’t happen in 

isolation, but all three can be happening at 

the same time. As we are experiencing 

God’s healing, we can be reaching out to 

others and be prepared for the work of the 

ministry, all at the same time. 

 Reach: Impacting people with the message 

about Christ.   

 Heal: Walk out the process of sanctification, 

allowing God to restore all that has been 

damaged by sin. 

 Prepare: Equipping God’s people to live 

effective and fruitful lives for God. 

1. Reach, Heal, Prepare 

Glendale Church exists to follow Jesus and do all 

we can to extend His Kingdom on earth.  But what 

does that mean?  How do we actually do this?   

This session looks at what Jesus had to say about 

the role of the Church, and how our personal 

attitudes, choices and engagement can contribute 

to an environment of growing and maturing.  

Session 1 

Key passages 

 Matthew 28:18-20 

 Matthew 6:9-13 

 John 3:16-21 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 What is the Kingdom of God?   

 We extend the Kingdom of God (and 

reach, heal and prepare) by making 

disciples.  What is a disciple?   

 How do we choose to be a disciple?   

 How do we effectively disciple others? 

 What things could we do as a Life Group 

that increase our reach into our local 

community?  Come up with some 

practical suggestions that you can try 

during 2018. 

 What ways could Glendale Church be 

better equipping you?  Come up with 

some practical suggestions that your Life 

Group leader can feed back to Ste and 

the Leadership Team. 

 

This week:  

Take some time to take stock of your own life and 

whether there are things God needs to heal in 

you.  Bring these things to Him and ask Him to 
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Session 2 

Key passages 

 1 Peter 3:15-16 

 Acts 1:6-11 

 John 17:15-21 

 Revelation 22:17 

 

2. Outward looking 
and inclusive 

We are passionate about doing our part to fulfil 

the Great Commission by demonstrating God’s 

love to those around us.  We want to be 

intentional about being a Church that has ‘blurred 

edges’, with ever increasing ripples out into our 

individual and corporate spheres of influence. 

Main points: 

 It was Jesus’ expectation that we live lives 

that are open, filled with His love and have 

impact on the world around us. 

 We are not of this world, we are citizens of 

heaven, but we are sent into the world by 

Jesus Himself as His ambassadors. 

 God’s invitation to drink of His living water 

goes out to anyone and everyone.  His 

desire is that everyone would come to Him, 

and we can help to facilitate that. 

 Our role is not to judge people or to tell 

people how to live their lives. Our role is to 

bring people to the feet of Jesus, so that HE 

can transform them into new creations in 

Him. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 Arrange the following three words into 

what you believe to be the correct 

order in which someone becomes a 

part of Glendale:      

BELIEVE    BEHAVE    BELONG 

 What is your understanding of being a 

Church with ‘blurred edges’? 

 Exercise: make a list of the ten people 

each group member has a relationship 

with, who do not yet know Jesus.   

 What are some of the ways that you as 

a Life Group might be able to make 

meaningful connections with these 

people? 

 How do you respond to the idea of 

accepting people as they are, and 

allowing the Holy Spirit to do the work 

of transformation in their lives?  Can 

we trust Him with this? 

 

This week:  

Ask God to show you if you have been judging 

others in your heart.  Be open to Him showing 

you any attitudes or opinions that need to 

change. 
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3.  Belonging 

One way of keeping sheep in a field is by fencing 

them in.  Another way is by digging a well in the 

middle of the field, and the sheep will not go far 

from that well.   

We want people to belong at Glendale because 

they discover freedom in Christ and the love of the 

Father; because they find nourishment for their 

souls and depth of relationship with their spiritual 

family.   

Main points: 

 The Father loves you unconditionally and is 

calling you into relationship with Him and 

His family.   

 Having received the love of the Father, He 

calls us to love one another and outsiders. 

 Jesus said people will know we are His 

disciples by the way we love one another.   

 We need to know the difference between a 

rugby tackle and a loving embrace. 

 People will flourish at Glendale when they 

know they are loved.  We want people to 

want to be here – Church is a loving family 

not a duty. 

 Every family participates in family life to 

make the household work. 

Session 3 

Key passages 

 Luke 15:11-32 

 Matthew 11:28-30 

Discussion Questions: 

 How do you respond to the concept of God 

loving you unconditionally?   

 Are there any people in your life (or in 

Church) who you struggle to love?  What 

can you do about that? 

 Thinking about Jesus’ statement in John 

13:35, how can we practically show love to 

one another?  What does that look like on a 

week-to-week basis?  What might the 

personal cost of that love be? 

 Think about doing chores in a family 

home.  How should that principle apply in 

Church life? 

 

This week:  

Think about Jesus washing the disciples’ feet in 

John 13.   

As a practical exercise (even in your Life Group), why 

not do this?  You may want to do this literally or 

metaphorically – think about how this servant 

heartedness could be expressed in you this week.   
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4.  Transformation 

At the moment we come to Jesus, the old has 

passed away and we become new creations!  This 

incredible truth is mind-blowing, and yet the day to 

day reality in our lives sometimes does not reflect 

it.  This new life we have is something that is given 

to us the moment we say yes to Jesus, but 

developing that new nature can take a lifetime!   

A combination of our choices, our surrender to the 

work of the Holy Spirit and the relationships in 

which we place ourselves, all contribute to that 

new nature being developed in us. 

 

 

NOTE:  

There is a lot to cover in this section.   

See how you get on, but you may need to 

cover this material over two sessions.    

Session 4 

Key passages 

 2 Corinthians 3:18 

 Matthew 6:14-15 

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

 Romans 12.2 

 Galatians 5:16-26 

Main points: 

 We enter into this new life through 

repentance, allowing the Holy Spirit to renew 

our minds.   

 

 As we receive God’s forgiveness, we must 

forgive others.  If we refuse to forgive others 

we step outside of God’s grace and will not be 

forgiven for our sins.  Transformation will not 

occur if we are walking in unforgiveness.   

 

 The transformation that has “positionally” 

taken place becomes more and more a reality 

in our day to day lives as we surrender to the 

Holy Spirit’s work and choose to follow Him 

moment by moment. 

 

 “Every little choice of the common day makes 

or unmakes character” – Oscar Wilde 

 

 The fruit of the Holy Spirit is found in Him and 

is exercised in us.   

 

 Through living by the Spirit we can break free 

from the “pride-shame” cycle. 
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4.  Transformation contd 

Discussion Questions: 

 Do you think there is a gap between who 

the Bible says you are and how you live 

your life on a day to day basis?  If so, does 

that frustrate you? 

 Do you have times when you feel especially 

susceptible to going back to living out your 

sinful nature?  Are there warning signs or 

things you can put in place beforehand to 

protect yourself in those moments?   

Repentance is a choice. 

3. Is there anyone who you need to forgive?   

4. Exercise:  Here is a great self-test that will 

help you monitor your own progress in 

becoming more like Christ.   

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 to each other in 

small groups of 2-3 people.   

5. Wherever you see the word love, replace it 

with your own name and see if what you 

read rings true.  Don’t be ashamed of 

anything you discover about yourself, but 

use this as a guide to know how to pray for 

each other. 

6. Take some extra time this session to pray 

specifically and in detail for each other, and 

make space to allow the Holy Spirit to 

move among you, because transformation 

happens when His fruit grows in us.   

 

 

 

This week:  

Write out 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 with 

your name in it, and place it on your 

bathroom mirror or somewhere 

obvious and read it out loud every 

day, asking God to work in you by His 

Spirit to bring what you read into 

reality.   
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Main points: 

 Our new life in Christ is not about 

following a set of rules or trying to be 

nicer people, it is about dying to ourselves 

and coming alive in Christ. 

 

 We died when Christ died, and He now 

lives in us.  We aren’t just called to do 

things on His behalf, we are invited to 

allow Him to live and move and act 

through us by His Spirit.  Our old life has 

gone and our new life in Him has begun. 

5.  Naturally Supernatural 

In Galatians 2.20, Paul says that it’s no longer 

we who live, but Christ who lives in us.  As 

followers of Jesus, the one who created 

everything that exists, we know he actually 

dwells within us!   

This is not just an academic hypothesis or 

some sort of metaphor.  It is an actual 

theological truth which should change 

everything when we live in the fullness of it!  

 It’s not because of anything we deserve, 

so we don’t have any right to pride, and 

we can celebrate the fact that a 

supernatural God chooses to live in 

normal people. 

 

 We should expect God to do the 

impossible in and through our lives, 

because He’s all powerful.  This includes 

supernatural gifts and the power to 

overcome sin. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 Think back to last week’s exercise from        

1 Corinthians 13.  Have you tried it and if so 

what have you noticed?  Chat about this as 

a group. 

 Take a look at Paul’s “naughty list” in 

Colossians 3:5-11.  Do you struggle with any 

of these things? 

 What are some of the ways you found to be 

successful in putting those things to 

death?   What does the truth of Galatians 

2:20 mean for us in this struggle? 

 Do you actually believe that the “fullness of 

God in Christ” lives in you?  What visible 

outward signs/characteristics would you 

expect to see, given this reality? 

 
 

This week:  

Read John 15:1-17 and take time to think about what 

it means to abide in Christ.   

Try setting your alarm at regular intervals during the 

day and when the alarm goes off, ask yourself the 

question “Am I abiding in Christ right now?  Am I 

allowing the fullness of His life, love and power to 

Session 5 

Key passages 

 Galatians 2.20 

 Colossians 3:1-17 

 Romans 8:1-14 
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6.  Unity not uniformity 

Is it possible to be united in purpose yet different 

in our personalities and expression of faith? At 

Glendale we believe it is.  What does it really mean 

to stand out and stand together?  It starts with 

knowing that, through Jesus, we are released into 

loving and living in the way we were made to– fully 

alive and in God’s image.  

We are not just friends at Church, we are family! 

Main points: 

 God wants us to create an environment 

where we all have space to flourish in our 

unique personality and areas of gifting. 

 

 God’s call on our lives is not a cookie 

cutter, intended to make us all the same as 

each other.  He wants the beauty of His 

image to be beautifully reflected through 

our diversity and uniqueness.   

 

 Unity comes when we have oneness of 

purpose.  This unity can develop strongly as 

we grow as God’s family, even when we 

have different tastes, preferences and ways 

of doing things.   

 

 Unity grows when we seek to know, 

appreciate and understand each other. 

Session 6 

Key passages 

 John 13:33-35 

 John 17:20-23 

    Psalm 133 

    Galatians 5:22-26 

    Colossians 3:13-15 

Discussion Questions: 

 Using the photos provided, take time to chat 

as a group about which pictures best reflect 

unity in the context of Glendale Church. 

 Exercise: each person to write down their 

own definition of unity.  Discuss these 

definitions. 

 Why do you think, of all the things Jesus 

could have prayed for, that He prayed for 

unity in the Church?  What can cause 

disunity in the Church?   

 What is it that unites us? 

 How do we grow together whilst not 

becoming carbon copies of each other? 

 Has there ever been a time when you felt as 

though you didn’t fit in somewhere?  Take 

some time to reflect on what the 

components of that were, and ask God what 

He is saying about that.   

7.   How important is it to focus on the “gold” in 

people?   

 

This week:  

Take time to have a cuppa with someone from 

Church whom you would not normally spend time 

with. 
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7.  Equipping individuals 

God wants us to honour Him with our whole 

lives.  He wants everyone to flourish in our 

giftedness and calling.  He wants the local Church 

to be a place where people are supported to live 

fruitful and successful Christ-centred lives. 

Main points: 

 God wants our lives to glorify Him, 

wherever we find ourselves. 

 

 Everyone is in “full time ministry” 

because everyone is called to 

represent Christ 24/7, wherever 

we are. 

 

 We are commanded to do all that 

we do to the best of our ability 

with God’s strength, so that people 

will see that and honour God. 

 

 We want Glendale to be a place 

that gives people all the moral, 

emotional, spiritual and practical 

support we possibly can so that we 

can live fruitful lives for God every 

day of the week.   

 

Session 7 

Key passages 

 Colossians 3:23-24 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 Colossians 4:5-6 

 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

Discussion Questions: 

 How do you respond to the idea of doing everything 

“as unto the Lord”?  Can you think of a job you’ve 

had where you have struggled to do this? 

 Think of the most mundane aspect of your 

week.  How can you glorify God in that task? 

 How does Glendale support you from Monday to 

Friday?  How could we support each other 

better?  List some practical suggestions you can 

implement and which your Life Group leader can 

feed back to Ste and the Leadership Team. 

 Thinking about your own life, what are some of the 

skills and abilities that you have which could help to 

build God’s house?  These could vary from project 

management to cake baking, finance to multimedia, 

and everything in between.   

Carry out a mini skills audit in your group, sharing 

what you feel about each other’s strengths, skills 

and abilities are, and feed this information back to 

Ste along with the answers above. 

5.      Take some time to pray for one another, and 

especially pray for the areas where each group 

member struggles to do things “as unto the Lord.” 

 

This week:  

Repeat the task from Session 5, setting an alarm at various 

moments during the week.  As the alarm goes off, ask yourself: 

“Am I abiding in Christ right now?” and “Am I doing this task 

right now as unto the Lord?” 

 

 



 

9 

8.  Equipping the Body 

God’s Church is a living organism.  It is not like a 

business which has paying customers. God’s heart 

is that we are all equipped to do the work of the 

ministry, and He has gifted the Church with leaders 

to ensure that this essential equipping takes 

place.   

We want Glendale to be a place that is serious 

about equipping, enabling and empowering people 

to exercise their God-given gifts in order to extend 

His Kingdom on earth.  

Main points: 

There are three main passages that talk about 

gifting.   

 Romans 12 speaks about the individual 

giftedness each person has;  

 1 Corinthians 12 speaks about the 

supernatural gifts that are found in the 

Holy Spirit; Ephesians 4 speaks of Christ’s 

gifts of specific people to the Church who 

are able to equip the saints for the work of 

the ministry.   

 The leadership at Glendale is committed to 

investing in the growth of everyone in the 

Church so that we can all grow in all the 

gifts God has placed in us and made 

available to us.   

 Gifts need space, effort, time and 

opportunity to be practiced and 

exercised.  We want to be a safe place 

where this can happen so people can grow. 

 We want to be a place where people 

actually grow and mature in God.  We 

don’t want to get stuck or remain the 

same.   

 

Session 8 

Key passages 

 Ephesians 4:11-16 

 Romans 12:6-8 

 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

Discussion Questions: 

 Write a list of the gifts you have observed in 

the person sitting to your left.  Once you’ve 

done that, take a few minutes to share 

these lists among the wider group.   

 How can we each discover and access the 

spiritual gifts that God wants for us?  Have 

you ever used a spiritual gift?  How did you 

do it?  What happened?  Share your 

experiences.   

 How could you as a Life Group better 

encourage each other in developing your 

personal and spiritual gifts?   

 Do you feel that Glendale is committed to 

“equipping the saints for the work of the 

ministry?”  What do we do well and what 

could we do better?   

Please feed your thoughts back to Ste and 

the Leadership Team.   
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The Big Five 
 

At Glendale we have something that we call the “The Big 

Five”.  We strongly believe that our faith is to be practised, and 

that it is Biblical for it to be practised as an active participant of 

a local Church.  The components of the Big Five each have a 

strong Biblical foundation and will support individuals and the 

wider Church to grow strong and healthy.   

 

It is an underlying principle at Glendale that, as well as 

understanding the Church’s God given responsibility to 

propagate growth, every individual must take personal 

responsibility for his or her own growth in God.  These five 

components are not rules and are not intended to create a 

legalistic system, but they are a positive invitation into 

behaviours that will help you to grow and get the most out of 

Church life.   

 

Over the next five sessions we will look at each of the Big Five, 

exploring its Biblical foundation and discussing what it can look 

like in practise on a day to day basis. 
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9.  the big five: Sundays 

Glendale Church is a Church of Life Groups that 

gather together on Sundays.  We place a strong 

emphasis on the Life Group setting where we can 

develop deep relationships and grow together.  But 

we also know that Sundays are really important 

because that’s when we get to be God’s family 

together, worship corporately and learn from God’s 

word.  

Main points: 

 Gathering together corporately to worship 

God was a pattern all though the old 

testament, and this was a practise that the 

early Church continued joyfully. 

 

 Although a strong emphasis was put on 

meeting in each other’s homes and 

developing deeper relationships there, 

gathering together was very important. 

 Sundays are a way that we can find 

encouragement from each other; make a 

statement to the world; celebrate God 

together; learn together; share communion 

as a whole body; share Church family news; 

develop and enjoy our corporate identity 

as an expression of the local Church. 

 

 We believe it is healthy to attend Church 

each Sunday, and doing so will both 

encourage the rest of the Church and 

support your growth in God. 

 

Session 9 

Key passages 

 Acts 2:42-47 

 Hebrews 10: 23-25 

 Psalm 84:1-12 

Discussion Questions: 

 What are some of the reasons why 

gathering together on Sundays is so 

important?  List these reasons and using 

post-it notes, try to arrange these into order 

of importance and discuss why you think 

what you think. 

 What do you think are some legitimate 

reasons for not coming to Church on 

Sundays?  Listen to each other and discuss 

your thoughts. 

 How can you personally ,and as a group, 

contribute to the Sunday experience being 

better?   

 What can Glendale Leadership Team 

contribute/encourage/change/initiate that 

could make the Sunday experience 

better?  Please collect your thoughts and 

feed these back to Ste and the Leadership 

Team.  If this becomes a moaning session, 

shut it down. (See Numbers 16:41-50.  God 

isn’t keen on moaning). 

 

This Week:  

Spend some time this week reading some Psalms and 

allow them to stir in you an appetite and excitement 

for gathering with God’s people on Sunday.   

Here are a few good Psalms to get you started:   

84; 98; 100; 122; 135; 136; 149 
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Life Groups are the primary place where we 

develop relationships and “do Church” 

together.  They are the first port of call for pastoral 

care at Glendale, and they are a great mechanism 

for outreach and gathering in people from outside 

the Church.   

The potential of our Life Groups is massive and, as 

we all get connected and engaged in this way, the 

Church will grow both in maturity and in 

numbers.   

Main points: 

 We are ‘living stones’ that are being built 

into God’s spiritual temple.  Like the 

“sitting circle”, we are built together as 

God’s house and can support one another 

in Him.   

 God doesn’t want us to be co-dependant in 

our relationships, but interdependent.   

 Everyone has something that they can 

contribute, and no one can stand alone. 

 God wants His house to be a place where 

we support and are supported; strengthen 

and are strengthened; sharpen and are 

sharpened; encourage and are encouraged. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 is our motto text for 

2018.  Encourage one another and build 

each other up.  Let’s be a house of 

encouragement! 

 Life Groups are to be a place of 

connections and deepening relationships, a 

place of vulnerability and sharpening each 

other.   

10.  the big five: Life Groups 

Discussion Questions: 

 Discuss ways that you as a Life Group can have 

relaxed fun together.  Eating together is most likely 

to become part of your conversation, and this was a 

big thing for the early Church. 

 Exercise: put your group’s names into a hat, and on 

drawing out the names, write some encouraging 

words for the person you drew out so they can take 

it away and receive encouragement from it during 

the coming week.   

 Think about the statement “everyone has 

something to contribute, and no one can stand 

alone.”  Do you think this statement applies to 

absolutely everyone?  How does this vary in the 

different seasons of life? 

 Have you ever been caught up in a co-dependant 

relationship?  How can relationships like that 

become more Biblical and healthy?   

 Discuss the importance of being real and vulnerable 

with each other, and talk about how you do, as well 

as could, practise that in your Life Group. 

 Do you have an area of your lives where you need 

to be sharpened?  Take time to share these things if 

you feel you can. 

This week:  

Make a deliberate effort to be specifically encouraging 

to someone each day this next week.   

Keep a note of any reactions you get to this and share 

stories next week.   

Also, pray for one another throughout the week for the 

things you have shared in this session.   

Session 10 

Key passages 

 Acts 2:42-47 

 James 5:16 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 Hebrews 10:24-25 

 Proverbs 27:17 

 1 Peter 2:5 
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Jesus is often referred to as the Servant King.  In 

fact, He was the one who introduced the concept 

of humility being a positive thing.   

We want to grow in our servant-heartedness as a 

Church and as individuals, because we want to be 

more like Jesus.  We want to serve each other, roll 

up our sleeves to build God’s house together, and 

develop a servant-hearted attitude in our daily 

lives. 

Main points: 

 All that we do for God is because He 
loves us, not to get Him to love us. 

 Being part of God’s family means that 

we all have a part to play in building His 

house, and everyone is encouraged to 

find an area of service to get involved 

in.   

 Having a humble and servant-hearted 

attitude is to become more like 

Jesus.  The first will be last and the last 

will be first, so down is definitely the 

way up! 

 Jesus made it clear that although 

salvation is free, there is a lifelong cost 

to following Him.  In being a part of 

God’s family, there are personal 

sacrifices we will have to make.   

 Working together means that we can 

build something great together, and 

many hands make light work!  Being on 

a team is a great way to build 

relationships too. 

11.  the big five: Service 

Session 11 

Key passages 

 Matthew 20:28 

 Romans 12:3-5 

 John 13:1-17 

 Galatians 5:22-26 

 Matthew 16:24-26 

Discussion Questions: 

 Game suggestion:   

Break into two teams, and see which team can 

build the tallest free-standing structure using only 

a pack of marshmallows and a pack of dry 

spaghetti, in five minutes.   

2. Thinking about building God’s house, why is it 

important that everyone participates? You may 

want to think about the Great Commission (from 

session 2). 

3. Have you ever been stuck on a rota doing 

something that you hated? Why was it so 

bad?  How did/could you change this situation?   

4. Would your feelings about the situation in question 

3 above change, when viewing it from the 

perspective of the Great Commission? 

5. Discuss diversity and growing in the areas where 

we are gifted.  Thinking about the skills you 

discussed in session 7, are there any ways you 

could use these more to build God’s Church?   

6. If you’re not already using these gifts and skills in 

the Church, what prevents you from doing so?   

7. Feed any helpful suggestions back to Ste and the 

Leadership Team. 

 

This week:  

If you’re not currently serving on a team, see what 

needs there are this coming weekend and get involved 

if you can.   

Ask God to give you His perspective on the work that 

you do to help build His house.  
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Main points: 

 We live in a hectic world with lots of 

demands that would seek to prevent us 

from setting time aside to develop our 

personal relationship with God. 

 As Moses and David discovered, time 

dedicated to God restores and recalibrates 

our souls, and makes us more like Him. 

 Devoting time to God and allowing His 

Spirit to be at work in us creates space for 

Him to convict, refresh, encourage and 

transform us personally. 

 Devotional time can look very different, 

depending on our personality.  Some 

people like “closet time”, whereas others 

need to climb a hill ,or sit in a woodland.   

     Do whatever you need to do to get some    

undistracted time with your Heavenly Father. 

 

 

12.  the big five: Personal Devotion 

Transformation comes about in our lives in a 

combination of ways.  Developing a personal 

devotional life is fundamentally important for our 

growth.   

What we hear on Sundays and in Life Group can 

help us to grow in God, but finding that intimate 

place with Him through spending time reading the 

Bible, praying, listening to God and worshipping 

will have a deep impact on our lives, changing us 

from the inside out.   

Session 12 

Key passages 

 Psalm 91 

 Exodus 33:7-11 

 Romans 8:31-39 

 Philippians 3:1-11 

 James 4:7-10 

Discussion Questions: 

 Take some time to share in your group different 

experiences of personal devotion time with God. 

Talk about the difficulties and hindrances, as well 

some techniques and ideas that really work for you. 

 Have you ever experienced seasons of dryness 

where it was really difficult to “connect’ with 

God?  What did you learn in those seasons and was 

there anything specific that renewed your 

experience with God? 

 Is it realistic in a busy 21st Century life to set aside 

alone time with God every day?  If not, what do we 

miss out on?   

 What positive or negative impact does technology 

have on our devotional life?  Can devices (phone, 

TV, computer etc) be an unhelpful distraction, and 

how can we deal with that? 

 Exercise: put on some quiet instrumental 

music.  Read Psalm 91 out loud, and then leave at 

least five minutes of reflection time for each person 

to listen to God.   

Share with the group afterwards if you sensed Him 

saying anything to you. 

 

This week:   

Make a renewed effort to set aside time to read the Bible, 

pray, worship and listen to God.   

 

If you need any advice on materials to help you study the 

Bible, speak to your Life Group leader who should be able to 

point you in the right direction. 



 

15 

Main points: 

 Our bank statement or credit card 

statement is a great way of seeing what is 

important to us.  Jesus said that we spend 

our money on the things that we value and 

prioritise, and what we value and prioritise 

will shape our lives. 

 God wants us to be free from the love of 

money. This is because He knows that if we 

serve money and live for the things of this 

world, we will miss out on His best for us. 

 God wants us to live with an eternal 

perspective and prioritise His Kingdom in 

how we use the money He has given us. 

 Tithing is the only scenario in the whole of 

the Bible where it’s actually ok to test God. 

 God wants us to give cheerfully and 

generously. is an important matter and we 

should talk about it. 

 The opposite of prosperity is not being 

poor, but being materialistic. 

13.  the big five: Giving 

Jesus talked more about money and possessions 

than he did about many other issues.  This is 

because He knows that what we do with our 

money is only an outflow of what our inner 

priorities are.   

We believe it is a New Testament model to live 

lives of generosity, and have the Kingdom of God 

as a priority in how we use the material things God 

has given us.   

Session 13 

Key passages 

 Proverbs 3:5-10 

 Malachi 3:6-12 

 Matthew 6:1-4; 19-21 

 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

Discussion Questions: 

 The Old Testament says that 10% of our 

income belongs to God.  The New 

Testament seems to suggest that 100% 

(absolutely everything we have) 

belongs to God.  What do you think 

about this?   

 Do you battle with materialism?  Why 

do you think that we in western culture 

place such an importance on “stuff” and 

what is God’s alternative? 

 Why do you think people go into debt 

to buy things they don’t need? 

 Think about the woman with the 

alabaster box in Matthew 26.  Do you 

think it is possible to be too extravagant 

with God? 

 Pray for each other that we might live 

free from the love of money and live 

generous lives that show God’s love 

and extend His Kingdom. 

 

This week:  

Think about the words in Proverbs 11:24 “The 

world of the generous gets larger and larger; the 

world of the stingy gets smaller and smaller.”   

Ask God to show you how He wants you to 

enlarge your world. 

 


