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Joseph.  When it all goes wrong. 
Speaker: Liz How 

Verses from 
passage 

Genesis. 37, 39-40 

Key 
Passages 

Specific verses: 37. 2-5; 39. 2-6; 40. 8;  45. 4-8 
Colossians 3. 17, 22 (parts)  

Main Points  Joseph didn’t just get through terrible life circumstances with gritted teeth, 
he matured, became stronger in his character, and his natural gifting was 
refined 

 2 main things sustained him: ‘the LORD was with him’ and he experienced 
that, and he had some knowledge of the God of Abraham his grandfather 
- he knew right from wrong 

 a 3rd thing was that he had had dreams as a child - maybe there was 
something in them? 

Joseph lives out the Colossian verses and is successful...but... 
 We don’t have to assume that Joseph didn’t have some very dark days 
 He didn’t waste time in self-pity or railing against his situation - he did the 

best he could - sometimes that means accepting the situation 
 During the hard times he grew in his ability to hear God, he stood on the 

rock that is a ‘good God’, he received God’s love and kindness. 
 Joseph didn’t allow the bad things to embitter him 
 He realised that there was purpose in what he’d suffered  
 No matter how hard things are there are always gifts from God - tokens of 

his love and care 
 We read the OT through the lens of the new - God’s overarching plan to 

renew, restore and save. 
  

Discussion 
questions 

Read the story of Joseph as a slave and in prison. 
1. Share responses. What do you find inspiring about it?  
2. Share experiences of times when, in the middle of a difficult time, God has 

been near to us, we have received a token of his care, we have been able 
to make a good decision etc...what have we done to help ourselves to 
access what God offers us? 

3. How do we begin to understand the interplay between ‘things going 
wrong’ in our lives and God’s good purposes for us? 

  

This week  Each morning take a few moments to focus on the day ahead especially 
about any challenges you might face or in relation to any ongoing 
difficulties you are living with. Ask God what He is saying to you about 
those things and try to listen in a particular way. Read a few verses from 
the Bible and be open to God speaking to you through His word. Tell God 
that you trust Him and believe that He has good plans for you. Ask Him to 
help you to receive His care. 

 At the end of the day think carefully and thank God for any tokens of His 
love that come to mind - you might realise there have been things that you 
wouldn’t have noticed if you weren’t being especially mindful. 



 
 


