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Verses from 
passage 

Esther 4 v12-14 

Key 
Passages 

James 1 v2-4 
Esther 2v15, 2v17 
1 Peter 5 v5-7 
Esther 4 v15-16 
Exodus 6 v7-8 

Main Points Popular culture exalts us to “Make A Difference”. Don’t be so overwhelmed by the 
magnitude of a task that you don’t get started, or feel that it is hopeless. The little 
things really “make a difference”.  
Esther’s life - in exile in the Persian empire, an orphan, and ‘selected’ to enter 
King Xerxes’ harem and separated from family and friends - can be seen as 
extreme hardship. Yet, Esther remained resilient and even when her nation was 
threatened with extinction, followed the plan God had for her. (James 1 v2-4). 
Despite winning the affection of King Xerxes and rising to the position of Queen, 
Esther demonstrates humility, and is faithful to her upbringing. She “wins the 
favour of everyone who saw her” (Esther 2v15) and even “the King was attracted 
to Esther” (Esther 2v17). And even when offered half the kingdom (three times) 
all Esther desires is for her people to be saved. We see this same message in 1 
Peter 5 v5-7. 
Esther makes a difference to save her nation: she exhibits great wisdom. 
Mordecai convinces Esther that God has placed her “for such a time as this” 
(Esther 4v12-14). After fasting and prayer, and encouraging the nation to join in 
this, Esther bides her time (is patient) before making her petition to King Xerxes. 
We don’t read the word “The Lord” or “God” or even “Prayer” in the book of 
Esther. But throughout the book we get a sense of  spiritual people, worshiping 
The Lord, and God’s presence with His people. That same God is alive and 
equipping us for great things.    
 

Discussion 
questions 

1. Do you have an example from your life when you’ve “Made a Difference”? 
Not necessarily in a Church setting… perhaps you’ve got an example of first 
aid intervention, or have some commendation from your employer. (Just to 
get you started). 

2. Why would the compilers of our Holy Scripture select a book for inclusion 
that does not mention God? 

3. Discuss why you think Esther was prepared to risk everything by petitioning 
King Xerxes for the lives of her people. (Esther 4v16 “And if I perish, I 
perish”). What aspects of her life brought her to that decision? 

4. What motivates King Xerxes’ second-in-command Haman in the story? Find 
three examples, then compare them to Esther’s motivation. Read 1 Peter 5 
v5-7. 

 



 

This week Discuss with one another - before you leave - and agree to each do one tiny 
little thing that makes a difference this week. Report back next time one what 
you did and how it went.  

 You may consider going through the ‘old fashioned’ checkout at the 
supermarket and chatting to the assistant (rather than self-checkout).  

 Or making that phonecall to an old friend that you’ve been meaning to do 
for months.  

 Maybe agree with yourself that on Monday morning at work, when you are 
asked “What did you do at the weekend?” you answer “Well, you know 
that I’m involved in a Church, well I heard an interesting talk about…”  

 If you see someone looking down, ask “Can I pray for you?” 
 You get the idea.  

 

 


