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Verses from 
passage 

Luke 7 v36-onwards, particularly Luke 7 verse 38 

Key 
Passages 

Luke 7 v36 onwards; 
Matthew 2 v11 
1 Chronicles 29 v10-13 
1 Chronicles 29 v20 
Revelation 4 v8b - 11 
Revelation 5 v8-11 

Main Points We are all familiar with the words Adore and Adoration. How many times have we sung 
“O, Come let us Adore Him”? And how often do we say, gushingly “O, I adore your 
coat/hair/dress/dog…”. But do we know what this word actually means? If we turn to 
our scripture, we don’t actually find many instances of the word. 
Literally, Adore comes from a Latin root (Os, Oris) meaning mouth. The sense of 
Adoration means kissing the hand, out of respect. To kiss someone’s (offered) hand 
requires bowing down, stooping, perhaps kneeling. What we find in our scriptures are 
many examples of Worship that also include adoration - kneeling, bowing, laying 
prostrate as part of the worship. 
We’ll use Adoration to mean an elevated form of worship, led by the Holy Spirit, where 
our whole being - spirit, mind, heart, body - are consumed in worship. It’s not something 
that we ‘just do’, but a natural response to God’s love. 
Worship leading to adoration is described throughout the scriptures, in the Hebrew 
bible, the new testament right through to Revelation. We will consider 3 examples in the 
discussion. 
The three examples demonstrate the wide, wide range of situations where adoration of 
God/Jesus occurred. Each example is totally different from the others, yet each one is an 
example of Adoration.  

Discussion 
questions 

Warm-up: Has anyone from your group met members of the Royal family? What was the 
occasion? Did you have a special briefing about the required protocol? Were you asked 
to adopt a posture (bowing, curtsey…)??  
 
Warm-up 2: What is your most treasured possession? Could you give it away? 
 
Read the Matthew verse. How did the magi adore Jesus? What was their body language, 
and what did they actually do (hint: offering)? How many people are involved? 
Read the Chronicles verses. How did David, and then the tribes adore God? What was 
their posture? What was David actually doing (hint: prayer)? Estimate how many people 
were involved. 
Read the passage from Luke 7. How did the woman adore Jesus? What was her body 
language, and what did she actually do (hint: service)? How many people were involved 
(ignore the onlookers who must have tried very hard to pretend the woman was not 
there!!)?    



 

This week Carve out 30 minutes in your hectic schedule to Adore God with your time. Use the 2 
passages from Revelation to lead your worship (you can do this on your own, or with a 
prayer partner). For 3-5 minutes of your worship, test out a new posture (stand, raise an 
arm, kneel, bow, or lay down (if you’ll be Ok to get up again)). Report back to the group 
next time. 

 


