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Verses from 
passage 

Mark 1:17-18 

Key 
Passages 

Mark 8:27-40 
Mark 14:27-31 
Mark 14:66-72 
Acts 4:13 
Acts 2 is also referred to 

Main Points Boldness is willingness to speak or act, despite challenge, in a way that leads to 
a good outcome, especially for others. It might involve willingness to take a risk 
that could be costly; confidence; courage; daring; bravery.  It is often thought of 
as a good Christian quality of character. 

Peter’s ‘boldness’ springs out of his instinctive admiration of and love for Jesus. It 
has something of an irrational quality to it and can express itself in foolhardiness 
or overstatement. It starts with Peter’s positive response to Jesus before he 
knows much about him and grows stronger with his growing understanding of 
who Jesus is. With Jesus, Peter feels he can do anything; he truly worships 
Jesus, is in awe of him, healthily obsessed with him. His boldness and 
outspokenness comes from this existential experience. On his own, he can lose 
this feeling and fail, as seen in his denial. 

Following Pentecost and the filling of the Holy Spirit, Peter’s boldness could still 
be seen by some as foolhardiness. It becomes more consistent, however, and is 
an evidence of the presence of Jesus living in him. I doubt whether Peter would 
think of his actions as ‘brave’; he was simply living out his total commitment to 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour.       



 

Discussion 
questions 

·         Are there incidents from Peter's life, other than those mentioned, that you 
think illustrate his boldness when with Jesus, or lack of boldness when on his 
own? 
 Spend some moments reflecting on what made Peter want to leave his 

nets and follow Jesus (Mark 1:17-18). Why are you a disciple of Jesus? 
·         Is there a clear difference between boldness and foolhardiness? Does it 

matter? 
·         Can you think of examples of other Christians from past and/or present who 

exhibit the same sort of quality of boldness as Peter? 
·         Andy is suggesting that boldness doesn’t come through making the effort to 

be bold. Where does he suggest it comes from? 
·         If you have time, check out Joshua 1:1-9. What are i. the similarities and ii. 

differences between the Lord’s word to Joshua about the key to boldness, 
and the boldness we see in Simon Peter?   

This week Read, and perhaps memorise 1 Peter 1:8-9 and pray that God will make this a 
living reality in your daily life this week. It will lead to increasing boldness in your 
living for his glory.   

 


