
23rd January 2022 
 

FREEDOM FOR EVERYONE 
Introduction to Galatians 

Key Passages Galatians 1:1-10;  
Galatians 5:19-20 (immoral practices condoned in Gentile Temples) 
Col 1:19-21 
Gal 3:26-29 

Main Points Galatians is Paul’s first letter, written about 50 A.D. from Ephesus. Claudius 
is emperor of Rome. Religion is not a private, personal affair at all. It affects 
the whole of life. From a New Testament perspective, the world is divided 
into two: Jews and the rest (gentiles). Jews are disunited, but they have the 
Jerusalem Temple for worship and sacrifice, and meet locally in Synagogues. 
Gentiles worship in Temples dedicated to gods. These Temples are central to 
daily life. If people worship the emperor, they are free to worship the gods 
of their choice. Jews are grudgingly exempt from Emperor worship. Jewish 
understanding of the Mosaic law means they cannot mix with Gentiles. 
In response to the gospel, many Jews become Jesus-followers. Then, 
following Peter’s vision (Acts 10) and Paul’s call to preach the gospel to the 
Gentiles (Acts 9), gentiles start to become Jesus-followers. Throughout 
Galatia, small groups of Jew and Gentile Jesus-followers come together 
under Paul’s teaching. But unsurprisingly many Jewish Jesus followers are 
uneasy. Will they lose their exemption from emperor worship if non-Jews 
join them? And might not bad habits from immoral practices corrupt the 
new communities? Surely the non-Jews should at least accept the need for 
circumcision? When Paul hears the new communities were in danger of 
dividing, he feared for the future of God’s new people, the church, and 
wrote to the Galatian communities urging them to accept his authority and 
each other as Christ had accepted them. Together they should follow the 
new way to God opened through faith Jesus Christ, his life, death and 
resurrection.   
 
Two applications: the challenge to maintain the ‘unity of the Spirit’ between 
followers of Jesus, and the challenge to reach out to people and communities 
with the gospel and welcome those who respond into our church community, 
no strings attached. 
 
Paul urged the communities not to change the gospel (v.6) to suit 
themselves: “the gospel must not be changed to accommodate human 
beings, human beings must be changed by the power of the gospel.” 

Discussion questions 1. Give time to recalling and reflecting together on any points in the 
sermon that caught your attention. 

2. Can you understand why the new Jesus-followers would find it difficult 
to accept the non-Jewish Jesus-followers?  

3. The 21st century church is a divided church: East – West; Catholic – 
Protestant; denominations; networks; petty squabbles. Can/should we 
do anything about this? What? 

4. What attitude and approach should we take to: the Jews and Israel; 
people of other faiths/religions; people of other nationalities and/or 
different cultures; people with different values; the LGBT community; 



the homeless; refugees. Are we giving sufficient time and thought to 
these issues?  

5. Are we discerning what is important to God for ourselves and Glendale 
church, or are we getting side-lined? Does what matters to God matter 
to us? Discuss these questions. 

This week Reflect on the things you do in your daily life. In the light of this study are 
there any changes you might make?  

Make a conscious decision to think of Glendale church as a church without 
walls. Consider yourself a member of the ONE worldwide, timeless, 
community of God’s people, the Church, called by God to bring in his eternal 
Kingdom.   

 


