
 

Session 4 

 

Abraham, Faith and the Spirit 

Ste Bate 

Verses from 
passage 

Galatians 3:1-14 

Key 
Passages 

James 2:23 
Deuteronomy 28:1-19 
Matthew 5:17 
Philippians 3:1-11 
Philippians 1:6 

Main Points 
1. Two major components of salvation are JUSTIFICATION - how we are 

made righteous in God’s sight; and SANCTIFICATION - how we are 
transformed into His likeness.  

2. Abraham enjoyed friendship with God, and walked in the promise that 
through his “seed” all the nations of the world would be blessed. 1000 
year gap before Moses came onto the scene. 

3. Moses led the Children of Israel (Abraham’s descendants) out of Egypt, 
and received The Law on Mt Sinai.  10 commandments and 613 Levitical 
commandments.  

4. Deuteronomy 28 - the bottom line, and major snag with the Law was this - 
if you followed it PERFECTLY, you would live under its blessing.  But if 
you followed it IMPERFECTLY, you would live under its curse. This led to 
a very up and down 1500 years for the People of Israel as they lived 
under the Law, often finding themselves under its curse.  

5. Matthew 5:17 Jesus came to FULFILL THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW. So 
that he could die under its curse, meaning that the whole world could live 
under God’s blessing and in friendship with God through Christ.  

6. Paul’s frustration which led him to call the Galatians foolish in this 
passage was because they’d been justified by the Spirit, but were now 
attempting to sanctify themselves through trying to follow the law.  OUR 
TRANSFORMATION INTO HIS LIKENESS CAN ONLY COME ABOUT 
THROUGH THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN OUR LIVES.  

Discussion 
questions 

1. Discuss God’s promise to Abraham.  Do you think Abraham ever doubted 
God’s promises?  (Think about Ishmael).  If so, how is it that he was 
considered righteous?  What does this tell us about God’s grace? 

2. If the Law of Moses was what we might call, in “parenthesis”, meaning 
only relevant for the Children of Israel from the time of Moses to the time 
of Christ, discuss if and how it can be helpful to us who are in Christ 
today. 

3. Reflect together on Jesus' words in Matthew 5:17, that He came to 
accomplish the purpose (to fulfill) the Law.  

4. Thinking about the Charles Blondin illustration, are there any areas of your 
own life where you find it difficult to fully trust God and try to do things in 
your own strength?  What do you think about Paul’s intimation that this 
way of doing things is foolish?  

This week  Think of one area of your life where you struggle to live God’s way.  Deliberately 
spend time each day inviting the work of the Holy Spirit into that area of your life 
and see what happens.   

 



 


