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JESUS, GOD-MAN, THE WISDOM OF GOD 

Text Matthew 4:1-11 

Scriptures referred 
to 

Job 1:1 and 28:28; Proverbs 3:5; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Hebrews 2:14-15 & 4:15 

Sermon summary This reading of the Temptations invites us to reflect on the theme of God’s Wisdom as 
shown by Jesus, the God-Man. 
Wisdom is a primary theme in the Bible; in the Hebrew Scriptures it parallels Law and has its 
own section of writings. God’s Wisdom comes from wholehearted trust in the Lord (the fear 
of the Lord). Job 28:28, Proverbs 3:5.  
Job is an outstanding example of Wisdom in the Hebrew Bible. In the New Testament, 
Christ IS Wisdom: the power and wisdom of God and He has become for us wisdom from 
God. 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. The Temptations offer us a clear picture of God’s Wisdom seen 
in Christ. 
The test of wholehearted trust in God comes when 1. we remain committed though 
everything is stripped from us (like Job), or  
2. we are not drawn away from trust and reliance on the Lord by the attraction of ‘the 
world’. (like Jesus)   

For discussion READ Matthew 4:1-11. Then choose the questions which are of most interest. Refer to the 
other Scriptures where relevant. 

 Have you been aware of the Wisdom theme running through Scripture?  
You might like to check out The Bible Project video on Wisdom. 

 Discuss the three temptations of Jesus, considering a. their differences and b. what they 
have in common. 

 How is God’s Wisdom, as opposed to Human Wisdom, seen in the opening of Christ’s 
ministry? 
Compare this with the way our leaders take office in the U.K. or the U.S. 

 READ Proverbs 3:5. Invite people to reflect quietly for one or two minutes: “Does my 
attitude to power, work, money etc. truly reflect God’s Wisdom?” 
If willing, share thoughts. 

 Have you noticed; God’s Wisdom is a matter of the HEART? It flows out of a heart 
renewed by God. Can you think of any Scriptures that say this? 
Give time for discussion, then read: 
My child, give me your heart and let your eyes delight in my ways. Proverbs 23:26 
Can you sincerely respond, YES, Lord! (This may be silent reflection)  

This week Begin Monday to Friday this (or next) week reflecting for a few moments on Proverbs 3:5 
and 1 Corinthians 1:30-31. During your day, even in the busy times, ‘chew’ over these 
verses, asking whether you are living out God’s Wisdom. Keep consciously in touch with 
God by making your thoughts prayers.  

 


