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JESUS, FRIEND OF SINNERS. ZACCHAEUS 
Liz How 

Text Luke 19: 1-10 

Scriptures referred 
to 

Genesis 3. 8-10, 21 
John 12. 32 

Sermon summary Human beings hide from God; God comes seeking and saving. 
Hiding is about shame; seeking is about love. 
We know we are sinners but none of us would like our sins to be broadcast for all to 
hear. 
Zacchaeus was the ‘notorious sinner’ in Jericho, but through his ridiculous behaviour 
on the day that Jesus came and also the way he quickly and with joy responded to 
Jesus, the account suggests that he was sick of his sin and wanting to change. 
There were crowds of people in Jericho that day but Jesus went to find the ‘worst 
sinner’. The people were disappointed and cross but Jesus often did the unexpected 
and even the shocking. Zac was hiding but Jesus found him.  
Shame comes in the wake of sin but it often mingles with a longing to do things better 
- to be better. We suffer from ‘if only’ but find ourselves trapped in habits, ways of 
living and thinking and being unable to shake off negative things from our past. 
We’re up a tree wanting to get a glimpse of Jesus, wondering in a ‘holding your breath’ 
kind of way if he really could help? if he really might be the Son of God? if he might be 
seeking me in my hiding place, might be able to rid me of my shame and show me a 
better way to be? 
Zac wasn’t the only one wanting to see Jesus - but in befriending  the swindling, 
traitorous, ‘rich on the backs of the poor’, despised Zacchaeus, Jesus is demonstrating - 
for any willing to realise - that he is willing and able to be the friend to any of them/us, 
able to forgive and undo shame for all of us. It was a masterful illustration of his 
mission to seek and save all who are lost. 
Zac - ‘true son of Abraham’ Abraham responded to God’s call - and so did Zac; 
Abraham did what God asked - and so did Zac! 
 

For discussion  Considering that Zacchaeus was living such a fraudulent life, why do you think he 
was pleased to respond to Jesus? 

 Share experiences of trying to hide from God. What experiences have you had of 
knowing that God is seeking for you? 

 Do you think shame is often mingled with a longing for something better? How 
can these emotions aid us in responding to God’s call? 

 Read John 12. 32. Retell to each other why it is that Jesus had to die so that we 
can be restored, forgiven, and brought into friendship with him. 

 

This week If you are struggling with particular habits, thoughts, shame… bring whatever it is to 
God as if to an altar - lay whatever it is openly before him and receive his forgiveness, 
cleansing and love. Ask someone to help you with this if you think it would be helpful. 



 

Take whatever practical measures might be needed to live in the light of the Lord’s 
love and cleansing. 
 
Spend a little extra time each day this week listening for God’s call - read the scriptures 
and listen. What is God calling you to do? 
 

 


