
 

 

 

 

 

Talk #5: Putting on the new nature    
Gordon Patterson    
Sunday evening 14th February    
    
Colossians 3:10-11 - “Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you come to know your creator and 
become like him.” 
    
Passages    
Genesis 1: 26-27 
Genesis 5: 1-2 
Romans 12: 2 
2 Corinthians 4: 16 
Ephesians 4: 23 
    

Main points    
The Hebrew root of the word image is ‘shadow’.  We are made, that is humanity, after His likeness.  No 
other animal in creation could: 
Relate as God relates 
Think as God thinks 
Feel as God feels 
Choose as God chooses 
 
The fall of mankind was a relational, emotional, rational and volitional disaster resulting in insecurity, low 
self-esteem and produced as identity crises in which we ask: 
Am I loved? 
Am I valued? 
What is life all about? 
 
Christ came to reconcile us to God, restore our identity and set us on a path of being conformed to the 
image of Christ. 
 
This key verse, “Putting on the new nature” is not an instant act or experience.  It is a continued action, as 
Barclay translates this: 
“Put on the new self, which is ever freshly renewed until it reaches fullness of knowledge, in the likeness of 
its Creator.” 
 
God’s ultimate purpose will be fulfilled and we will be given a spiritual body like His own body of glory. 
 

Discussion questions    
1. If God made all mankind in his image, how does that affect how we view our neighbour, namely, all 

people? 
2. How does, “Putting on the new nature”, affect our life of thoughts, words and deeds? 
3. How does the scripture, “Choose you this day whom you will serve”, challenge us today? 
4. (Possible optional question) What does it feel like/look like to one day have a spiritual body in His 

image? – If anyone has an answer I would be pleased to receive it! 
 


