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Word for All Time  
An overview of John’s Gospel 
Prologue: John 1:1-8 

Verses from passage Read the whole passage, John 1:1-18 
 
 

Key Passages John 1:1-5 and 17 are the main verses for this study 
John 20:30-31 
Genesis 1:1-5  
 

Main Points The BIG question that won’t go away: If God really exists, can we connect 
with him? 
John gives his answer to this question in his Gospel, ch. 20:30-31 
John selects seven miracles of Jesus and calls them signs. They are signs 
because they point to the conclusion that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who brings eternal life to those who believe. God exists and we 
connect with him through Jesus. 
The Prologue (today’s text) explains who Jesus is, so we understand why he 
can connect us with God. 
In the beginning … 
The first three words of the gospel are the same as the first three words of 
the Bible: In the beginning … the Word, the Son of God, was there in the 
beginning; before time began; timeless. This Word, the Son of God, ‘took on’ 
flesh, becoming the God-Man, named Jesus. Incarnation. 1:14   
Life and light … 
God’s words are explosive. In Genesis God’s Word brings light and life 
independent of the sun. This suggests the material world is part of a far 
greater God’s World. John describes the incarnate Word, Jesus, as the light 
and the life in his prologue, 1:9-13. Through him we can connect with God 
1:18 and become part of his World.      
 

Discussion questions 1. Take some time to go through the above, checking out the verses and 
reflecting together on i. how they picture a world larger than our 
material world ii. how they show Jesus to be the link between God’s 
greater world and the material world. 

2. Have you always believed that Jesus is the incarnate Word of God, Son 
of God? If not, share stories of how you came to believe.  

3. What changes when you believe Jesus is the incarnate Son of God? 
4. Do you know what other members of your family, friends and/or 

colleagues think about who Jesus was/is? Have you ever asked any of 
them? What do you think they might say? 

This week Maybe ask someone who they think Jesus was/is. If you do, take a real 
interest in their answer. Listen. Don’t be in a hurry to tell them what you 
think. 

 


