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Word for All Time  
An overview of John’s Gospel 
The First Sign: John 2:1-11 

Verses from passage Read the whole passage, John 2:1-11 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7 
 

Key Passages John 2:1-11 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7 
 

Main Points In an ancient Jewish wedding, it is the responsibility of the bridegroom to 
provide the wine (v.9-10 & 4a) 
v.11 this sign points the disciples to seeing Jesus in a very different light 
v.6 makes clear that the six stone jars are there ‘for the Jewish rites of 
purification’. Washing hands, feet and other things was often for reasons of 
religious ritual rather than hygiene. 
The miracle has things to say on two levels. 

1. It shows the difference Jesus can transform everyday life. He is 
interested and involved in our ordinary material existence. In what 
ways did the change things for different people at the wedding? 

2. It shows that Jesus has the power to transform us, he came to bring 
in a new way of connecting with God. cf 2 Cor. 4:6-7 

N.B. the servants had to trust and obey Jesus for the transformation to 
happen; same for us 

Discussion questions 1. Why do you think Jesus says to his mother “My hour has not yet 
come?” When you have spent a while on this, ask if the Isaiah 
passage helps (someone might have already referred to this). 

2. What is the significance of the stone jars being used for changing 
the water into wine? Can you think of other changes Jesus points to 
in the early chapters of John’s Gospel? (see ch.3, ch.4) 

3. What differences does Jesus make in your everyday life? Would you 
be able to give more examples if you trusted and obeyed him more? 

4. Give some time to reflecting on 2 Corinthians 4:6-7 and the way it 
relates to Genesis 1:3, John 1:1-5 and the first sign.  

This week Continue to reflect on 2 Corinthians 4:6-7 and question 3 above as you go 
about your daily life this week. 

 


