
Epiphany 
 

Bow down and worship Him! 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Verses from passage Read the whole passage, Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

Key Passages Matthew 2:1-12 
Isaiah 60:3 
Psalm 68:29 
Psalm 72:10 
Rev 19:6-8 and 11-16 
 

Main Points Matthew selected material to draw the attention of the church to issues he 

considered important.  

The story of the Magi is Matthew’s Epiphany story. Epiphany means ‘the 

revealing’. What does Matthew want to reveal through this?  

Some passages Matthew might have been thinking of: Isaiah 60:3; Psalm 

68:29; Psalm 72:10.  

THE JEW GENTILE DIVIDE 

Traditional Jews would probably be startled by two things in Matthew’s 

story. These would have divided them from Jew and non-Jew Jesus-

followers. 1. The Magi were not Jews! 2. They worshipped Jesus.  

Matthew is saying that Jesus is both fully human and fully divine; he is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the eternal King destined to sit forever on David’s 

throne, governing the people of God gathered from every tribe, nation and 

language to worship and serve Him in the New Heaven and the New Earth. 

1. Jesus is the new way to knowing God AND in Jesus the gates are thrown 

open to all-comers! Jesus Christ came for Jew and Gentile. Together they are 

the New People of God, the Church. The Church must be inclusive.  

 

2. The first of the ten commandment (Ex. 20), and the Shema (Deut. 6) 

forbid the worship of any other than the Lord God. The worship of the Magi 

would have been offensive to traditional Jews. Matthew is telling his 

readers: this child is both fully human and fully divine; He is to be 

worshipped and adored; He is the Lord. 

 

This says to us: 

First, Jesus is the Saviour of the World. He gives birth to an eternal and 

inclusive community, the New People of God, the Church. All who own Jesus 

Christ as Lord must accept one another as Christ has accepted us; we must 

love one another as Christ has loved us; we must serve one another as Christ 



has served us; we must welcome everyone who is a Jesus-follower whoever 

they are, whatever they have done! 

Second, Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and is to be worshipped 

as such. Worship is Service. It means serving the Lord in our hearts, our 

minds, in our thinking and our doing, worshipping him with our lives. It 

means serving others. We worship Him through our work, in our play, in all 

relationships. We worship Him in what we read and what we watch. We 

worship Him with our money and material goods ...  

READ Rev 19:6-8 and 11-16 

Discussion questions 1. What are the two lessons Matthew wants to teach his readers? 
2. Why might these have offended traditional Jews? 
3. What is Matthew saying about the new people of God? 
4. Can you think of ways in which the two lessons that come from 

Matthew’s story might apply to our contemporary situations today? 
5. Thinking of worship as serving God in everyday life, are there areas 

in which it is more challenging to worship than others? Share from 
your experience. 

This week Ask God for his help to worship (serve) Him and our fellow human beings in 
every area of our lives. 

 


